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N O T E   F R O M   T H E   E D I T O R 

 

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Otter Enthusiasts! 
 

I am very thankful to Victor Camp who provided our community a bibliography 

of yet another species. This issue contains the current state of the bibliography for 

Lutra lutra and contains more than 900 references. Thank you so much for this 

tremendous effort Victor and I know from personal communication that this work 

is highly appreciated by the members of the group but also outside! 

 

I hope that this compilation is useful in the daily work for many of you! Together 

with the issues for other species we start to have a set of very complete and 

updated extensive lists of references online. 

 

If anybody feels like providing a bibliography for one of the missing species, I can assure publication 

as a special issue. Please contact me and Lesley before you start in order to be sure that no duplication 

of work occurs. 

 

With regards 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

While attempting to search for behavior publications on the Eurasian otter (Lutra Lutra), for a 

comparison with the North America river otter Lontra canadensis and the Neotropical otter Lontra 

longicaudis, it quickly became apparent an updated bibliography on this species did not exist. 

Therefore, it was decided to compile this bibliography on the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra). The 

bibliography was compiled for (1) those undergraduates and graduates searching for publications 

relative to a potential research project on the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra), (2) for independent scientists, 

with an interest in the Eurasian otter, who do not have access to a library at a major university, and (3) 

for those scientists planning to expand their scientific investigations on the Eurasian otter.  

 

The citations for this bibliography were acquired from numerous sources. The initial citation sources 

were (1) the Mercier (2007) publication “Bibliographie sur la Lutra d’Europe Lutra lutra and (2) the 

Lafontaine, et al. (2014) publication “Bibliographie French Otter (Eurasia- Africa-America). Update 

April 21, 2014-Version #149. Additional citations, for the years 2014 through 2020 , were located on 

the internet using key words and the year of interest, e.g. “Lutra lutra 2014” or “otter Lutra lutra 2014. 

Throughout these internet searches an extensive amount of publications were uncovered well prior to 

2014. Many of these publications filled the gaps in Mercier’s and Lafontaine’s bibliographies and 

greatly expanded the number of citations for inclusion in this bibliography. One of the most valuable 

resources used is the IUCN Otter Specialist Group Bulletin (IUCN OSGB) from 1986-2020. The 

citations from the volumes and the volume issues of  the Otter Specialist Group Bulletin (OSGB) 1986-

2020 were reviewed and these citations were included.  The “Literature” section of the issues of each 

of the OSGB volumes was investigated and these citations are included. Publications by Otter Specialist 

Group, prior to 1986 were also located and included. The literature search was conducted through 

August 2020. 

 

A conscious decision was made regarding inclusion of articles in this bibliography. The titles of those  

articles, that did not contain a direct reference to otters or did not include the scientific name or made 
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reference to the Eurasian or European otter, were not included. Those articles containing the common 

name, in the language of publication, were included. Blogs and hyperlinks, linking the reader to the 

article, were not included. Blogs are not scientific publications and hyperlinks are unreliable over the 

long-term. This author has found that internet searches using the entire content of a publication or just 

the title is a very dependable literature search methodology. Many citations from Lafontaine (2014) are 

reports to or from governmental agencies or consultants to governmental agencies and were not 

published in recognized scientific publications. As a result, these publications could not be confirmed 

through the internet. Each of these particular publications are accompanied by a parenthetical note 

defining the citation account content(s) that could not be confirmed, interpreted, or translated. Gaining 

access to these unpublished reports is left to the ingenuity of other investigators. 

 

Many of the publications required translation. Google Translate was used for article translation. All 

translations are italicized and enclosed within brackets. Other citation contents appearing in italics are 

scientific names, within or outside of parentheses, titles of books, and the name of the scientific 

publication. 

 

It is hoped this bibliography will serve as a useful resource for the future. 
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and L. Poledník. (2020). Recolonization of the Austrian Alps by otters: Conflicts and 

management. Journal of Mountain Ecology, 13: 31-40. 

Kranz, A., (2004). Der Fischotter in der Steiermark Naturschutzbrief 1/2004, 14-15. [The otter in Styria 

Nature Protection Letter 1/2004, 14-15]. (in German). 

Kranz, A., (2004). Kein "Schwarzer Peter" für den Fischotter[ No "black peter" for the otter]. Natur 

und Land [Nature and Land],1,2 2004: 34-36. (in German). 

Kranz, A., A. Toman, M. Knollseisen, and V. Prasek. (1998). Fish ponds in Central Europe: A rich 

but risky habitat for otters. Proceedings VII International Otter Colloquium. March, 14-19, 1998, 

Trebon, Czech Republic. pp. 181-186. 

Kranz, A., L. Polednik, and K. Poledniková. (2003). Die Rückkehr des Fischotters. Des einen Freud, 

des anderen Leid.[The return of the otter. One man's meat is another man's suffering]. 

Weidwerkstatt-Wildforschung [Pasture workshop: Game research], 2: 1-8. (in German). 

Kranz, A., L. Polednik, and K. Poledniková. (2003). Fischotter im Mühlviertel: Ökologie 

undManagement Optionen im Zusammenhang mit Reduktionsanträgen. Gutachten im Auftrag des 

OÖ Landesjagdverbandes [Otter in the Mühlviertel: Ecology and management options in connection 

with reduction applications. Expert opinion on behalf of the Upper Austrian State Hunting 

Association]. Hohenbrunn, St. Florian [Hohenbrunn, St. Florian]. 73 pp. (in German). 

Kranz, A., L. Polednik, K. Polednikova, and A. Toman. (2007). Otters in Central Europe: Status, 

habitats and new conflicts. Proceedings of the European Otter Conference "Return of the Otter in 

Europe-Where and How?" 14 pp. 

Kranz, A., L. Polednik, M. Pavanello, and I. Kranz. (2013). Fischotterbestand in der Steiermark-

Spurschneekartierungen 2010 - 2013. Endbericht. Graz [Otters in Kaernten: Distribution & stock 

in 2014. Final report commissioned by the Office of the State Government of Kaern. Graz.] 

Kranz, A., M. Knollseisen, A.C. Gutleb, M. Elmeros, P.E.G. Leonards, and A. Toman. (1995). 

Aspects of the ecology of otters (Lutra lutra L.) in the Zabaikalski National Park, Siberia. Lutreola, 

6: 9-12. 

Kranz, A., Polednik, L., Pinter, V., Parz-gollner, R., Fischotter, S., (2001). Distribution, status and 

conservation of otters in Lower Austria Wiss. Mitt. Niederösterr [Distribution, status and 
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Ó’Neill, L. (2008). Population dynamics of the Eurasian otter in Ireland: Integrating density and 

demography into conservation planning. PhD thesis. Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. 
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Ruiz-Olmo, J. and J. Jiménez. (2009). Diet diversity and breeding of top predators are determined by habitat 

stability and structure: A case study with the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra L.). European Journal of Wildlife 

Research, 55: 133-144. 

Ruiz-Olmo, J. and M. Delibes. (1998). La nutria en Espana ante el horizonte del ano 2000. SECEM, Málaga 

[The otter in Spain before the horizon of the year 2000. SECEM [Sociedad Espanola par la Conservation y 

Estudio de los Mamiferos, Málaga]. 
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